
VIRGINIA HAITI
COLLABORATIVE

Building Rela� onships, Raising Hope

a collection of 
churches, schools, and individuals

par��ering with St. Marc’s Primar� School
in Cerca-La-Source to improve education in Haiti

Founding and supporting schools has be-
come the heart of the Episcopal Church’s 
mission in Haiti.  In a country where 60% 
of the people are unable to read, literacy is a 
step toward self-determination.

The only hope for survival of these schools 
during their early years is for them to estab-
lish “partnerships” with schools and parishes 
in the United States, or to receive gifts.

The Virginia Haiti Collaborative is raising 
money to build classrooms and further edu-
cation in Cerca-La-Source.  If you want to 
learn more about how you can help, visit our 
website at:

virginiahaiticollaborative.weebly.com

Friend us on Facebook!

Patron Level - $1800
Pays for an entire month’s salaries AND 
cooked lunches for students and staff.    

Benefactor  Level - $1000
Pays salaries for ALL staff at St. Marc’s for 
one month 

Sustenance Level - $800
Provides a hot, prepared lunch for ALL 
students for one month

Educator Level - $640 
Pays all teachers’ salaries for one month

Partner Level - $200
Pays two teacher’s salaries for one month

Essential Sponsorship Level - $80
Pays the monthly salaries for custodians 
and cooks   

Grassroots Sponsorship Level
Your gift of any amount will go to feeding, 
clothing, and educating a new generation 
of Haitian citizens.   When we pay staff, 
we provide a living to their families as well 
as them.  Your gift will literally improve 
the quality of life for REAL children and 
families in Cerca-la-Source.                     

To donate, please send a check to any of 
our member churches and note “VA Haiti 
Collaborative” in the memo.  Donations 
are tax deductible.  You will receive a letter 
of acknowledgement from the church.

JOIN

DONATE

JOIN

Get
Involved



“The Diocese of Haiti works with rela-
tively li� le in the way of fi nancial resources 
but with g�eat ingenuit� – with a g�eat              
ent�epreneurial a� it�de when it comes 
to the gospel.  Most American schools 
and dioceses have much less ex�erience 
and oppor��nit� to put those kinds of 
tools to work….we need to respond to the 
fi nancial crisis here, we need to respond 
to the humanitarian crisis in this place.”

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jeff er�s-Schori

One cannot travel to Haiti (even pre-
earthquake Haiti), see the real Haiti, and 
return to the U.S. without being deeply 
changed.  It is this internal change that 
leads those of us who have been there to 
seek to do more to eff ect change in Haiti.

UNDERSTAND

OUR HISTORY
In April, 2009, Father Walin DeCamps 
(“Pere Walin”) a Haitian priest with several 
parishes and schools, preached at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Staunton, Virginia.  His 
presence and proclamation were so mov-
ing that a number of parishioners wanted 
to organize some way to help his mission.  

On September 8, 2009, 15 representatives, 
from four churches in the Augusta Con-
vocation, Stuart Hall School and News 
Leader reporter Cindy Corell met to discuss 
a potential collaborative eff ort to support 
one of Pere Walin’s Episcopal schools in 
rural Haiti – St. Marc’s School in Cerca-La-
Source. With much guidance and leader-
ship from Roger Bowen,  a retired Episcopal 
priest who has helped other groups connect 
with Haiti for school mission work, the 
Virginia Haiti Collaborative was formed.

 Members:
Trinity, Staunton; Emmanuel, Staunton; 
Good Shepherd, Blue Grass;  Stuart Hall 
School; St. John’s, Waynesboro; Trinity, 

Lynchburg

In the summer of 2010, seven people 
from the collaborative, an architect, and 
a member from another collaborative 
traveled to Haiti to begin our relation-
ship with the people of Cerca-La-Source.  
We believe that the relationships we 
build with our brothers and sisters in 
Cerca-La-Source are of great importance. 
Since that fi rst trip, we have raised 
money and provided architectural 
drawings for the building of a new 
school.  In October 2011, our dream was 
realized as the new St. Marc’s School 
opened its doors to over 100 students.

OUR WORK

OUR FUTURE
The Virginia Haiti Collaborative meets 
monthly to plan fundraising and trips 
to Haiti.  Though work is complete on 
most of the school building itself, there 
is still much work to do.  Many of the 
students at St. Marc’s are unable to pay 
tuition, which makes it nearly impos-
sible to adequately compensate staff  for 
their time, or provide the much needed 
lunch for the students that is sometimes 
the only meal they get each day.  The Col-
laborative is continuing its fundraising 
eff orts, aiming to raise $1800 per month 
to keep the school running smoothly, 
and will continue to make trips to 
Haiti to further our relationships there.


